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A TREE FOR RYAN
By Brian Jopek

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

During the 1990s, I lived
with my wife at the time
and our kids in Chanute,
Kan., in the
southeast corner
of the state. 

During the
summer months,
Ryan, Jessica and
Steven would
spend a few
weeks with my
mother and fa-
ther in Antigo;
my mom, dad,
my two brothers and I had
moved there in July of 1972
from Effingham, Ill.

Over the years during the
90s when the kids were in
Antigo from Chanute, their
grandparents would take
them to different places in
the country, whether visit-
ing my brother Matt in New
Mexico or up north to see
different things along the
Lake Superior shoreline. 

A favorite thing for the
kids, though, was to go
with my mom and dad to
Langlade County Veterans
Memorial Park in Deer-
brook. 

Back in the day, when I
was a kid, it was known as
Jack Lake and we would
take the custom built, 18 1/2
foot blue fiberglass canoe
named “Sacajawea” (my
dad is a huge fan of the
Lewis and Clark expedition
of 1804 to 1806) to the lake

to paddle around it.
So, by the time my three

kids were old enough, they
also enjoyed the trips to
Jack Lake, trips that were
made many times and made

many memories
for the kids and
for their grand-
parents. 

Fast forward to
August, 2006,
and the days
after my oldest
son, Ryan, was
killed in action in
Iraq just two
weeks from com-

ing home.
He was 20-years old. 
My dad said Tom Lazers,

Langlade County’s camp-
ground and parks manager,
is who came up with the
idea to plant trees at Veter-
ans Memorial Park next to
Jack Lake for local troops
killed in action.

Currently, there are three
trees, one for John Mattek
of Deerbrook, a U.S. Marine
who was killed in action in
Iraq’s Anbar Province in
June, 2005, another for U.S.
Army Pfc. Grant Dampier
of Merrill who was killed in
action on May 15, 2006,
near Baghdad, Iraq. 

Grant and Ryan are
buried next to each other at
the Merrill Cemetery. 

The third tree planted by
Lazers and his crew was for
my boy, Ryan. 

Initially, it was a black
walnut planted eight days

after Ryan’s funeral on
Aug. 14, 2006, but that tree
didn’t work out and it was
ultimately replaced with a
maple tree which has
worked out nicely over the
years. 

During the spring and
summer months when I go
to Antigo to visit my folks,
I sometimes stop by Jack
Lake to see how Ryan’s tree
is doing. 

Each tree has a plaque
and Ryan’s has a narrative
that was written by his
grampa Jopek for his oldest
grandkid. 

“This tree planted (on)
August 22, 2006 in memory
of Sgt. Ryan D. Jopek, Wis-
consin Army National
Guard,” my father wrote.
“Ryan was killed August 2,
2006 near Tikrit, Iraq es-
corting a convoy in the
service of his country. Dur-
ing his short life, he inspired
those he touched through
his kindness, friendliness,
compassion, tolerance and
commitment in achieving
his goals. Over years of vis-
iting family in Antigo, Ryan
enjoyed canoeing, hiking
and swimming at Veterans
Memorial Park.”

The narrative concludes
with a quote from British
statesman Stanley Baldwin
my mother suggested. 

“War would end if the
dead could return.”

Brian Jopek may be
reached via email at
bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

BRIAN JOPEK/LAKELAND TIMES

The maple tree for Ryan Jopek at Langlade County’s Veterans Me-
morial Park in Deerbrook on Sunday, May 3.

BRIAN JOPEK/LAKELAND TIMES

At the base of Ryan’s tree is a plaque with a narrative written by
his grandfather, Joseph Jopek of Antigo.

Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES
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By Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The son of Oneida County judge
Henry F. Steele, U.S. Navy Lt.
Cmdr. Charles Cordiner Steele, a
Rhinelander native, was killed in ac-
tion on May 11, 1945. 

“The Navy Department message
did not give the date or location of
the action in which Lieut. Comm.
Steele lost his life, but said that he
had been buried at sea with full mili-
tary honors,” a front page article
published in the June 1, 1945, edition
of The Lakeland Times read. 

The article, also published in the
Rhinelander Daily News, stated
Steele was born in Rhinelander on
Sept. 25, 1910. 

“He was an outstanding student in
school and served as president of his
class, graduating in 1927,” the article
read. “Active in the school band, he
was president of the band members'
organization and manager of the
school football team in his Senior
year. He was also active in Hi-Y
Club activities throughout his high
school years.” 

Following graduation from high
school, Steele enrolled at Lake For-

est College in Lake Forest, Ill.,
“where he also had a distinguished
record in student campus activities.”
The article said he graduated from
Lake Forest with the class of 1932
and was entered the employed by
the Peabody Coal Company of
Chicago, left that job and began a
stint with another Chicago company,
the advertising firm of Hayes, Mac-
Farland and Company. 

Steele was there for a year before
taking a job with the Meredith Pub-
lishing Company Firm, “advancing
to the status of advertising depart-
ment executive.”

“He was a member of the Racquet
Club and the Advertising Club of
Chicago,” the article reads.

Steele was commissioned as a lieu-
tenant (junior grade) in the U.S.
Naval Reserve on Feb. 1, 1942. 

“Following a course of indoctrina-
tion at Quonset Point, Rhode Island,
he was assigned to a Navy aviation
base in Newfoundland, where he
served for 15 months,” the article
states. 

While stationed at Newfoundland,
Steele was promoted to the rank of
lieutenant and selected as one of 50

officers to be sent to the Navy’s War
College “for special training in staff
work.” 

“At the conclusion of the training
he went to sea, going into action in
the Pacific area in the late fall of
1943,” the article states. “He was
home for a visit with his father late
last year, between tours of duty. His
promotion to the rank of lieutenant
commander was announced at about
the time of that leave. He returned
to duty at sea in January.”

Steele was aboard the Essex class
aircraft carrier U.S.S. Bunker Hill
(CV-17), one of the Navy’s ships off-
shore during the battle for Okinawa
that began in April, 1945. 

On May 11, 1945, the Bunker Hill
was struck by two Japanese
kamikazes.  

396 of the crew were killed or
missing as the result of the attack;
264 were wounded.

Among the 396 members of the
Bunker Hill’s crew who were killed
in the attacks on the Bunker Hill
that day was U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Charles C. Steele of Rhinelander. 

He was posthumously awarded
the Legion of Merit “for exception-
ally meritorious conduct in the per-
formance of outstanding services to
the Government of the United States
as Aide, Flag Secretary and Staff
Watch Officer, Commander, First
Carrier Task Group, U.S.S. Bunker
Hill (CV-17), from 20 December 1944

to 11 May 1945.”
Steele was also posthumously

awarded the Bronze Star and Purple
Heart. 

Brian Jopek may be reached via
email at
bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

CHARLES CORDINER STEELE
BORN: SEPT. 10, 1910

KILLED IN ACTION: MAY 11, 1945

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOGRAPH

U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Charles Steele. 
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Oneida County Sheriff’s Office
WWee RReemmeemmbbeerr aanndd HHoonnoorr tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaavvee ppaaiidd

tthhee UUllttiimmaattee PPrriiccee ffoorr oouurr FFrreeeeddoomm..
We Remember and Honor those who have paid

the Ultimate Price for our Freedom.



SSttaattee SSuummmmaarryy ooff WWaarr CCaassuuaallttiieess ffrroomm WWoorrlldd WWaarr IIII 
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WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER

  

    

   

    
  

We Buy & Sell Gold

Their Courage &  Sacrifice
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THANK YOU FOR DEFENDING 
OUR COUNTRY

and giving your lives so we could be free

TRAPP BROS. INC.
WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

1375 OLD HWY 51 SOUTH
ARBOR VITAE

715-356-6222
After Hours:

715-614-9996

Fallen Heroes–Memorial Day Section May 23, 2025 • Page 5



  
   
   

  
   

     
      

    
     

     
       

     
   

     
     
       
        
      
     
      

 
  

  

 

 
 

  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

     
     

     
      

       

     
     
       
       

     
     

         
      
     

       
   

     
      
     

      
     

 
      

      
      

 
     

     
      

      
  
     

       
        
     

      

      
      

     
      
      
      
      

     
      

      
      

      
      

       
       

        

SSttaattee SSuummmmaarryy ooff WWaarr CCaassuuaallttiieess ffrroomm WWoorrlldd WWaarr IIII 
ffoorr NNaavvyy,, MMaarriinnee CCoorrppss,, aanndd CCooaasstt GGuuaarrdd PPeerrssoonnnneell

         

     

 
   

 

   

 

    •    F  

           
            

      

Professional & Financial Plaza • Hwys. 51 & 70 West, Minocqua, Wis. • 715-356-1422 • jhoulihan@houlihanlaw.net

Stacy Phillips — Probate Paralegal
Cheri L. Biedermann — Legal Assistant
Real Estate  •  Probate  •  Estate Planning 

(Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney)
Corporations, Partnerships & Business Law

WeRemember 
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NORTHWOODS ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®
Woodruff, WI
UpNorthMLS.com

They traded
their tomorrows
for Our today
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Kirby D. Redman, O.D.
Michel P. Gelinas, M.D.

Benjamin K. Redman, O.D.
Jess Kichak Kovacs, O.D., R.N.

Eduardo Bustamante, M.D.

11002200 33rrdd AAvveennuuee,,
WWooooddrruuffff

TToollll FFrreeee ((880000)) 444411--00771177
771155--335566--22226622

OOppttiiccaall 771155--335566--11661166
NNoorrtthhwwooooddssEEyyeeCCaarree..ccoomm

We have never forgotten
your sacrifice
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In memory 
of our 

Fallen Heroes
15 E. Anderson Street
Rhinelander, WI 54501
Phone: 715-361-1500
Toll-free: 877-432-5330
www.heckcapital.com

Rhinelander / Green Bay / Milwaukee / Minneapolis
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8522 HWY 51 N8522 HWY 51 N
MINOCQUAMINOCQUA

715-356-9437715-356-9437

www.savemoremarketplace.comwww.savemoremarketplace.com

SaveMoreMarketPlaceSaveMoreMarketPlace

We honor those whom have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom, today, and every day.

“Our flag does not fly because
the wind moves it. It flies with
the last breath of each soldier
who died protecting it.” 
– Unknown.
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By Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Five days after the end of World
War II in Europe was officially de-
clared on May 8, 1945, United States
Army Pfc. Gareld J. Blackburn, 22,
Arbor Vitae, was killed in action on
the island of Cebu in the Philippines.

At the time of his death, Blackburn
was assigned to the 132nd Infantry
Regiment of the Army’s Americal Di-
vision. 

His death notice was published on
page one of the June 15, 1945, edition
of The Lakeland Times. 

According to the article, Gareld
Blackburn’s parents “operated a
farm in the town of Arbor Vitae.”

“Gareld was killed in action on

Cebu May 13, it was revealed in a
war department telegram received
Monday by his parents,” the article
reads. “Born at Schofield, Wis., Jan.
15, 1923, Gareld came to the town of
Arbor Vitae in 1931. He is a graduate
of the Arbor Vitae-Woodruff High
School. After completing high school,
he drove a Vilas county highway
truck for a time and was employed
at the B. O. Wright store in
Woodruff.”

Blackburn then moved to Milwau-
kee where he worked for a time at the
Wisconsin Ice & Coal company “leav-
ing this employment to be inducted
into military service on Feb. 10, 1943.”

He was sent to Camp Howze,
Texas, for training with an anti-tank

unit “after which he was on maneu-
vers for six months at Shreveport,
La., going from there to Camp Liv-
ingston, La., for em-barkation.”

“A year ago in May, he was
shipped overseas to the South Pacific,”
the Times article reads.

Gareld Blackburn is buried in
Woodruff’s Evergreen Cemetery with
his parents, Josephine, who died in
1971, and his father Nelson, who died
in 1947, two years after his son.

Brian Jopek may be reached via
email at bjopek@lakelandtimes.com

GARELD BLACKBURN
BORN: JAN. 15, 1923

KILLED IN ACTION: MAY 13, 1945

BRIAN JOPEK/LAKELAND TIMES

The marker for the grave of Gareld
Blackburn in Woodruff’s Evergreen
Cemetery. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOGRAPH

U.S. Army Pfc. Gareld Blackburn. 
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Van Natta’s
PLUMBING

Never 
Forgotten7633 Highway 51South,

Minocqua  •  715-356-7312
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Your source for compassionate care and exemplary service.

NIMSGERN
Funeral & Cremation Services

1025 Margaret Street, 
Woodruff, WI 54568

715-439-4100
wwwwww..nniimmssggeerrnnffuunneerraall..ccoomm

Never 

Forgott
en
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FREEDOM IS OUR MOST 
VALUABLE POSSESSION

PAID FOR BY AMERICAN SOLDIERS
(AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ONEIDA COUNTY)

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ONEIDA COUNTY
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By Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Among the articles on the
front page of the May 11,
1945, edition of The Lake-
land Times was an article
about the death of Pfc. John
Edwin Fager, Jr. 

According to information
from the Find A Grave web-
site, the nearly 19-year-old
Fager was assigned to Com-
pany G, 359th Regiment of
the U.S. Army’s 90th In-
fantry Division when he was
killed in action on March 29,
1945, in Germany. 

Fager was born on May
30, 1926, in Chicago and at

the time of his death, his par-
ents lived in Manitowish Wa-
ters. 

“The V-E Day proclama-
tion brought a full measure
of sadness to relatives of Pri-
vate First Class John Edwin
Fager, Jr.” the article in the
Times read. “Johnny was
killed in action against the
enemy in Germany on March
29, according to information
recently received from the
War department by his fa-
ther, J.E. Fager, Sr., and his
foster mother, Mrs. Hulda
Westin, town of Manitowish
Waters; and Johnny will not
be with the boys when they

come marching home.”
The article continues with

a letter home that was dated
March 29, 1945, the day
Fager was killed. 

“Dear Dad and Mother:
Well, I hope everything back
home is fine. I am getting
your mail and it sure is nice
to hear from you. I am in the
best of condition. Picked up a
little Athlete’s Foot, and am
having it treated. It’s just
starting, so I guess I caught
it in time.

Don’t know what I can
give you and Dad for Easter,
Mom, but I send all my love
to you both. I miss you very
much.

How is everybody back
home?

Has Sven still got lum-
bago? I hope you all feel O.
K. Don’t worry about me be-
cause everything is fine and

dandy. If you have been fol-
lowing the news lately, I
guess you have some idea
where I am likely to be. I
can’t tell you because it’s a
military secret.

Please write when you can.
Love, Sonny.”

Fager was, according to
the Times article, “inducted
into military service Aug. 10,
1944.”

“Following seventeen
weeks of training with an In-
fantry outfit at Camp Fannin,
Texas, he left the States
around the first of the year,
landing in France Jan. 18,”
the article reads. “Johnny
was 18 years of age. His
folks operate Holiday Lodge,
town of Manitowish Wa-
ters.”

At some point after his
death, his parents moved
back to Chicago from Mani-

towish Waters and he was,
according to the Nov. 2, 1948
edition of The Chicago Trib-
une, buried with full military
honors in Chicago’s Irving
Park Cemetery. 

Brian Jopek may be
reached via email at
bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

JOHN EDWIN FAGER, JR.
BORN: MAY 30, 1926

KILLED IN ACTION: MARCH 29, 1945

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOGRAPH

U.S. Army Pfc. John Edwin Fager, Jr.  
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The Wampum Shop
A Northwoods Tradition Since 1950

(715) 476-2465
Downtown Mercer 

OPEN MAY — DECEMBER
Memorial Day thru Labor Day:

9 to 6ish Daily

Duty • Honor • Integrity • Courage • Freedom
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SACRIFICE

Downtown Mercer
Open Daily All Summer Long
www.thewampumshop.com
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Superior Diesel, Inc.
3250 S. Fox Ranch Road
Rhinelander, WI 54501
www.sdiesel.com

Our quality of life survives due
to the ultimate sacrifice made

by those who served

We are thankfully humbled.
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1212 First Avenue, Woodruff
715-356-6006

www.bolgerfuneral.com

• Cremation • Funeral and Memorial Services 
• Preplanning Services • Veteran Services

“Let their remembrance be as lasting
as the land they honored.”

DANIEL WILLIAMS
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By Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

“John T. Schilling killed in
action in Germany,” the head-
line for an article in the very
upper left corner of the Oct.
6, 1944, edition of The Lake-
land Times read. 

“Again, the community
bows in extreme sorrow,” the
article begins. “Again the
community has paid the price
in blood to Cur Hitler and all
the rottenness that he stands
for.”

Schilling’s mother had re-
ceived the message, probably
via Western Union telegram
as was the case at the time,

from what was, at the time,
the War Department. 

For decades since the end
of World War II, it’s been
known as the Department of
Defense. 

“The Secretary of War re-
grets to inform you that Pri-
vate First Class John T.
Schilling was killed in action
in Germany September six-
teenth,” said the notification
Schilling’s mother received;
his father, John Frederick
Schilling, founder and former
president of the Minocqua
State Bank, died in 1932.
“John entered the service of
his Country March 11, 1943.
Leaving England around

Sept. 9, he went into France
following the invasion. The
last letter received from him
was written in Belgium under
the date of Sept. 13.”

Schilling, killed in action
three days after he wrote
that letter home and just a
week after his arrival from
England, was assigned to the
110th Infantry Regiment of
the U.S. Army’s 28th Infantry
Division. 

He was born in Minocqua
on Nov. 3, 1915

“John spent his entire life
here up to the time of going
into service,” the Times arti-
cle read. “He was a graduate
of the Minocqua High school.
He was employed as a postal
clerk for seven years at the
Minocqua post office until he
went into the Army. A young
man of splendid character,
John held a high place in the

admiration of the entire com-
munity, and the old home
town joins with the bereaved
family in their deep sorrow.”

At the time of his death, his
brother David was a me-
chanic with the U.S. Army
Air Force in Italy.

John T. Schilling is buried

in St. Patricks Cemetery in
Woodruff with his mother,
Ella, who died in 1966, his fa-
ther and his brother David,
who was 85 years old when
he died in 1995. 

Brian Jopek may be
reached via email at
bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

JOHN T. SCHILLING
BORN: NOV. 3, 1915

KILLED IN ACTION: SEPT. 16, 1944

BRIAN JOPEK/LAKELAND TIMES

The gravestone for John T. Schilling at St. Patricks Cemetery in
Woodruff. 
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20 N. 2nd St. Tomahwak 715-453-6523
www.tomahawkmonument.com

May we never forget 
all those who served
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THE GOLD STAR
The following poem, written by Edgar Guest, reflects on sacrifice and service: 

The star upon their service flag has changed to gleaming gold;
It speaks no more of hope and life, as once it did of old,
But splendidly it glistens now for every eye to see
and softly whispers, “Here lived one who died for liberty.”

Here once he walked and played and laughed, here oft his smile was known;
Within these walls today are kept the toys he used to own.
Now I am he who marched away and I am he who fell
of service once I spoke, but now of sacrifice I tell.
No richer home in all this land is there than this I grace,
for here was cradled manhood fine; within this humble place
a soldier for the truth was born, and here, beside the door,
a mother sits and grieves for him who shall return no
more.

Salute me, stranger, as you pass! I mark a soldier who
gave up the joys of living here, to dare and die for you!
This is the home that once he knew, who fought for you and fell;
this is a shrine of sacrifice, where faith and courage dwell.

2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the end of World War Two. 80 years since
the end of a six-year conflict that resulted in the deaths of millions of people, in-
cluding more than 400,000 U.S. military personnel. We eternally owe the
400,000 U.S. military personnel lost during World War II. We owe them a lot. 
Just take a moment, if you would, to remember. - Brian Jopek/Lakeland Times.
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RHINELANDER COLLISION CENTER AND RECREATION & MARINE
Ph: (715) 369-1144  •  41 E. Pearl Street, Rhinelander - Corner of Pearl & Stevens St.

RHINELANDER RECREATION
& MARINE

Honoring and Remembering
our Fallen Heroes
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“For All Your
Car Care Needs”

1871 N. Stevens St.
Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-365-5914 Todd Nelson - Owner

www.hodagexpresslube.com

We
Say

Thank
You

Join us in Tribute 

to those listed here. 

Without their sacrifice, our 

lives would be much different
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Accounting,
Consulting 

& Tax Preparation
INTEGRITY, QUALITY, FAIR PRICING

PHONE (715) 356-9427
CELL (715) 892-4117

G
EI

Thank You and your families for the
ultimate sacrifice to keep us free

You are not forgotten

Individual, Corporate Tax Prep • QuickBooks Set Up & Training
Monthly Bookkeeping Services • Payroll Services

Business Start-up Planning • Business Consulting • Tax Planning

1179 ARROWHEAD DRIVE • ARBOR VITAE, WI  54568

In Memory of Mike Gehrig - 
Army & Korean War Vet, 

and Lee Cummings, Marines Vet. 
Gone, but never forgotten!
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20 N. 2nd St. Tomahwak 715-453-6523
www.tomahawkmonument.com

May we never forget 
all those who served
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We remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
so that we can be free.

We remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
so that we can be free.
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Downtown Minocqua
715-356-7272

www.bassettjewelers.com

With Respect,
Honor & Gratitude
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“Heroes never die. They live on forever in the hearts and minds of
those who follow in their footsteps.” - Emily Potter

We are thankful we have men and women willing
to serve and give the ultimate sacrifice for our
country and our freedom. Rest in Peace and
God Bless. - Rhinelander Auto Group
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800-369-0226 Nicoletbank.com

Nicolet salutes
our Fallen Heroes.
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Murphy’s  
Family owned & operated since 1979
1565 Hwy 51 N, Arbor Vitae, WI 

2 miles north of Woodruff stoplights.

www.murphysfurniture.com 

715-356-9220 • 1-888-356-9220

We Honor the Fallen

Furniture & Bedding
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DAVE & DEAN’S

Full Service Center

“Good to Roll ... Good to Go!”  
715-356-2320 • 800-303-2320

166 Hwy. 51, 
WOODRUFF, WI 54568

www.DaveandDeansQualityTire.com
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OFFICE - 608-266-7141  •  888-534-0034  •  PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF SWEARINGEN

We all should Honor and Respect our Fallen Heroes
who have served our country so proudly. 
T H E  U L T I M A T E  S A C R I F I C E

Rob SwearingenSTATE
REPRESENTATIVE

34TH ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT
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www.Wyndhamhotels.com

648 West Kemp St.
Rhinelander, WI
715.369.9600Your comfort is our first priority — and that’s never changed. You’ll experience it in

details like updated furnishings, flat screen TVs and cozy Serta® Perfect Sleeper beds.

your home
away from home

the Fallen Heroes and their Families.
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
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To our Fallen Heroes
Who understood the 

degree of responsibility
that comes with freedom . . .

We honor your memory
134 N. Stevens Street, Rhinelander, WI 54501 •  715-369-1414
www.carlsonfh.com

D. Bruce Carlson - Michael Carlson
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We are closed Saturday, May 24th and Monday, May 26th 
in observance of Memorial Day
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The staff of The Lakeland Times is honored to once again produce our Fallen Heroes section. We believe this is one of the most important publications we pro-
vide to our readers, as without the service personnel listed in this edition, we would not have the freedom to do what we do on a daily basis. Those listed in this sec-
tion died preserving our rights as American citizens, and for that we can never be thankful enough. As this section took form, we were struck by the sheer number of
those just from our state whose lives ended to ensure our freedoms continue to be our freedoms. We hope all readers of this section take a few minutes out of their
daily routines to think about those who have given their life in service to our country.
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We are eternally
grateful for those
who fought for our
freedom, but never

made it home. 

Melms, Hogan 
& Francois, LLC 

Attorneys at Law
7520 Hwy 51 S. - Suite A

Minocqua, WI • 715-365-1008

The staff of The Lakeland Times and The Northwoods River News are honored to once again produce our Fallen Heroes section.
We believe this is one of the most important publications we provide to our readers, as without the service personnel listed in this edition,
we would not have the freedom to do what we do on a daily basis. Those listed in this section died preserving our rights as American citizens,
and for that, we can never be thankful enough. As this section took form, we were struck by the sheer number of those just from our state,
whose lives ended to ensure our freedoms continue to be our freedos. We hope all readers of this section take a few minutes out of their daily
routines to think about those whom have given their life in service to our country.
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By Brian Jopek
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the end of
World War Two. 

80 years since the end of a six-year conflict that
resulted in the deaths of millions of people, includ-
ing over 400,000 U.S. military personnel.

In this edition of Fallen Heroes is the list of those
military personnel from the state of Wisconsin
who are among the 400,000. 

A few from the list are featured in this year’s
special section.

Memorial Day is stressed whenever this section
is put together and there’s a good reason for that
and I don’t say that simply because I’m an Iraq
combat veteran and Gold Star father of another
Iraq combat veteran. 

As I go through the archives and read about
people like John T. Schilling of Minocqua and
Charles Steele of Rhinelander, I think about not
only them but their families as they got the news
of the death of their son in combat. 

It’s definitely something I can relate to, having
gone through the “knock on the door” in early Au-
gust, 2006, when I was notified of the death of my
oldest son, Ryan David Jopek, who was killed in
Iraq on a convoy security mission.

During World War II and into the Vietnam
War, families received the news of the loss of a
loved one most often via Western Union telegram.

Another aspect is making sure, if at all possible,
to get a face to go with a name. 

All these years after the war, as family mem-

bers pass away and information about these sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and Marines becomes that
much more difficult to find, the archives here at
the newspaper can be a great help.

That makes it that much more important not to
forget these people and what they sacrificed all
those years ago in what is still, to this day, the
most horrific war ever fought. 

So many of us veterans who served in a combat
zone in a war were able to come back and con-
tinue our lives. 

Memorial Day was officially established for men
who weren’t able to, men like John T. Schilling of
Minocqua, Charles Steele of Rhinelander, Gareld
Blackburn of Arbor Vitae or J.E. Fager, Jr. who’s
family lived in Manitowish Waters at the time he
was killed in action. 

We eternally owe them and the rest of the
400,000 U.S. military personnel lost during World
War II. We owe them a lot. 

As always, by all means, enjoy the Memorial
Day weekend with friends and family.

Have fun and be safe.  
Just take a moment, if you would, to remember. 
Brian Jopek may be reached via email at

bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

BRIAN JOPEK/LAKELAND TIMES

The 1944 Lakeland Times archive showing the front
page of the Oct. 6 edition. 

80
YEARS
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